Prevalence of cytomegalovirus antibody in subjects between the ages of 6 and 22 years.
We determined the prevalence of antibody to cytomegalovirus (CMV) in three groups between 1985 and 1987. Group I consisted of 511 subjects 6-22 y old, group II consisted of 920 subjects 18-21 y old, and group III of 113 subjects 18-22 y old. The overall prevalence of antibody in these three groups was 34%, 24%, and 28%, respectively. Prevalence of antibody in white subjects (24%, 21%, and 24%, respectively) was significantly lower than that in nonwhite subjects. In group I, there was no increase in prevalence with age in white subjects, but the percentage of individuals with antibody increased with age among nonwhite subjects. It is of obvious concern that a large proportion of white women entering childbearing years lack CMV antibody.